
                                                    

          
             

 
~ SPECIALE VIAGGI AL FEMMINILE RIGA e 

dintorni ~  
 
SPA HOTELS IN RIGA:  
 
OPTION 1: HOTEL REVAL LATVIA ****  

55, Elizabetes streetRiga, LV-1050  
Web-site: www.revalhotels.com 
 
The hotel has 587 rooms: 2 
standard singles, 343 standard 
twins, 40 standard doubles, 2 
superior singles, 176 superior twins, 
24 superior doubles. All rooms are 
equipped with TV, telephone, air-
condition, mini-bar, Internet, 
hairdryer, private facilities with 
shower or bathtub. The hotel has a restaurant "Esplanade" for up to 320 
seats, a Lobby Bar for up to 70 seats, D'Vine Grape & Spirit Bar for up to 73 
seats, D'Vine Lounge for 50 seats, Skyline Bar for up to 180 seats, Olympic 
Voodoo Casino - 1000 capacity, Night Club „Amber Night” - 800 capacity, 
Beauty salon "Prior", wellness centre "Club 27" with sauna, 20 conference 
halls with maximum seating capacity of 918, combine entrance / special rate 

with ESPA. The hotel is located in the city center, 5 min walk from the Old Town. 

 
OPTION 2: Reval Hotel Elizabete****  
73 Elizabetes Street, LV-1050, Riga, Latvia 
web-page: www.revalhotels.com 
The “Reval Hotel Elizabete” hotel offer gracious hospitality in the heart 
of Riga's shopping and business centre, “Reval Hotel Elizabete” is a 
modern and friendly hotel celebrating local contemporary lifestyle was 
opened 1st of April 2008. The hotel has 228 rooms: 28 standard 
doubles, 34 standard twins, 67 superior doubles, 95 superior twins, 4 

senior suites. Each room is 
equipped with TV, telephone, 
air-condition, mini-bar, in-
room safe, Internet, hairdryer, 
cofee/tea making facilities, 
private facilities with shower 
or bathtub. All hotel rooms are 
non-smoking. The hotel has 
room service, restaurant for 
125 seats, lobby bar, fitness centre, 2 conference halls for up to 
30 and 60 seats, underground parking, special rate at ESPA. 
The “Reval Hotel Elizabete” is located in the heart of the city and 

is just 5 minutes away from the Old Town.The hotel features concierge and bellman services, express 
check-out, business services, a fitness centre and sauna, as well a secure underground parking. 
 

 
 



                                                    

          
             

 Reval Hotel Latvija opened end of the March 2009 of a world class Spa-ESPA R�ga. 
It is an exclusive five star facility with 
luxurious interior design finishes, warm 
amber tones and an architectural central 
feature staircase embellished with a 
beautiful lighting sculpture from the 
renowned designer Eva Menz. The six 
floor spa has been uniquely tailored to 
provide a genuinely holistic and restorative 

experience for each guest. Creative heat experiences and 
vitality pools are where guests begin a journey of tranquility 
and relaxation. Luxurious changing rooms, private relaxation 
areas and beautiful treatment rooms all combine to offer 
guests an unforgettable experience. The guests will enjoy the 
benefits of the indoor swimming pool with an impressive water 
wall feature and fire place surrounded with heated benches, state-of-the-art fitness studio with 
Technogym’s Excite range and wellbeing classes in the ecliptical chi studio. www.espaonline.com 
 
 

Day Spa special offer  
 
This luxurious stress relieving Spa experience has been carefully tailored for you 
in mind to ease away the tension and stresses of every 
day life, leaving you feeling revived and revitalised ready 
to face the new Season ahead. 
 
Includes The Following: 
 
- Welcome Foot Ritual 
Whilst you sip a Warm Herbal Infused Tea your feat are 
cleansed and exfoliated.  
 
- ESPA 55 minute Body or Facial Treatment 
A wonderful 55 minute ESPA spa experience awaits you, 
choose from:  
 
A ESPA full body massage  incorporating soothing 
properties to ease away tension and aid relaxation while 

relaxing the muscles and relieving any aches and pains.  Or 
 
An advanced full therapeutic 55 minute facial , concentrating on acupressure 
points and facial tensions 
ending with a luxurious oriental Scalp massage  providing perfect harmony, a 
balance for mind, body  
and soul.  

 
- Light Spa Lunch in the Spa Café  
 
The Day is Yours: Whilst not being pampered in a treatment room, spend the hours in our relaxation 
suites, Outdoor Vitality pool, Lifestyle showers, sauna and steam room. 

 
 
 
City sightseeing tour: 
 
- Riga sightseeing tour  including panoramic tour by bus around Art-Nouveau district in Riga and Old 
Town walking tour with visits to Riga castle, Big and Small Guild Houses, Dome Cathedral. (Duration 3-4 
hours) 
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- Optional entrances:  
Dome Cathedral / Concert 
St. Peters Church 
Museum of the city's history and maritime  
Blackheads House 
 
 
- Tour “Architecture styles of Riga”  
 

Riga is considered as a capital of Art Nouveau (Jugendstil).  More than 700 
buildings or nearly 40% of all the buildings in the very centre of today’s Riga 
are built in the style of Art Nouveau. The highest concentration of any 
metropolitan city centre in the world. Art Nouveau with its decorative 
elegance, curving lines and freedom of choice is regarded by many as the 
cream of architectural styles. The historical centre of Riga including the fine 
collection of Art Nouveau buildings is considered by UNESCO so unique that 
it has been included in the UNESCO World Heritage List. 
 
  
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Other options for sightseeing tour:  

 
- Organ recital at St.John’s Church  
On special request the city sightseeing tours can include a private organ recital at St.John’s 
Church, located in the heart of the Old Town. (Duration 20 min., capacity up to 120 pax) 

 
 
- “Behind the curtains” - tour of the backstage of th e National Opera House and surprise opera 
performance  
On special request guided tour of the backstage of the National Opera House 
and surprise opera performance. The group will see the backstage of the 

famous National Opera House. After the 
tour in the house champagne will be 
served and a surprise opera performance 
will entertain the guests in one of the 



                                                    

          
             

reception halls (a professional opera singers together with accompanying pianist will perform famous 
opera Aries for approximately twenty minutes) (Duration: ca. 1 hour) 
 
 
 
 
 
- Riga Black Balsam Tasting  
The city sightseeing tours can include Riga Black Balsam Tasting.  Most valued drink 
and the best gift of friendship, was first made in Riga in the middle of the 18th century. 
Legend has that Empress Catherine the Great of Russia, having fallen ill during a 
visit to Latvia, was cured after drinking Riga Black Balsam. The drink is carefully 
prepared in oak barrels, which allow its characteristic strength and the slightly bitter-
sweet taste to develop. Savor its fruity aroma and its special taste with every sip. 
(Duration: ca.1 hour) 
 
 

 
 
- Wine tasting at brand new Wine Studio  
Selected wines from all “worlds” are advised and then served 
with simple starters by clever-looking, expert staff. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
- Latvian product tasting in Riga central market 
Guided walk through the Riga central market. The market 
is best known for its reuse of old Zeppelin hangars for 
some of the market's food halls. The influences of Art 
Deco, Art Nouveau and Neoclassicism can be seen in 
the architectural style of the market complex. In 1930, 
Riga Central Market was the largest and most 
technologically advanced market in Europe. Different 
tasty Latvian fresh products can be tasted. 
 
 

- EMILS GUSTAVS CHOCOLATE WORKSHOP  

�
Emils Gustavs Chocolate offers to visit chocolate workshop in 
Emils Gustavs Chocolate café at “Berga Bazars” or “Galleria 
Centre”. You will have a possibility to listen to our story teller, who 
will tell you fascinating stories about history of chocolate. You will 
get to know about cacao tree (our story teller will show you a real 
cacao bean from cacao tree which grows in Ivory Coast), about 
different traditions to make chocolate. Our chocolate master will 

show you how chocolate figures are made. You 
will have a possibility to try your hand in painting 
on chocolate bars or chocolate figures. Your 
master piece you can pack nicely and take with you. You will have a possibility to by 
100% handmade chocolate products which are produced in Riga. The duration time 
depends on whishes of customer, average 40min-1h, capacity up to 25 pax. It is 



                                                    

          
             

possible to choose whole program or part of it - with/without tasting, story teller or chocolate master. 
 
 
- Visit to a textile art studio  
Visit to the textile art studio "Studio Natural" producing unique and high 
quality linen is hand-woven from natural flax fibers on wooden-frame looms. 
In the old days, these looms were a part of every country home in Latvia. 
"Studio Natural" still uses these traditional Latvian weaving techniques, 
combining them with modern design. This will be a unique chance to watch 
the process of weaving on traditional wooden looms at presence, to see and 
feel linen goods.    
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
- Guided walk through the galleries, exhibition 
halls and suvenier shops. 
In the Oldt town of Riga there are a lot of galleries, 
exhibition halls and suvenier shops with typical 
Latvian craftmen works from ceramic, 

leather, amber, 
linen and wool 
etc. 
 
 

 
- The Europe’s only 

museum dedicated to the 

Sun is in Riga! 

There are no two similar nations or cultures in this 
world. However, the Sun is equally significant in many cultures around the 
globe, and people depict it in many different ways. We welcome you to the 
Museum of the Sun to see for yourself the diversity of ways how humans 
see the Sun! There are more than 300 different sun wall decors, clocks and 
mirrors in the collection of the Sun museum from many countries from all 
continents, and a special exhibition of suns made by Latvian artists and 
craftsmen specially for Sun museum. 

This unique exhibition has been 
collected for 10 years and now the 
time has come to show it to everyone 
and to all the world. 
There is a special wall in museum on witch every visitor is asked to 
draw his own sun as a memorabilia. 

Workshop - Come to the Museum of the Sun to find yo ur own 
one!   



                                                    

          
             

Interesting workshop where you can find your own sun in the form of gyps mould as a present from Sun 
museum and colour it and then take it along with you.  
 
 
 
- COOKING MASTER CLASS 
Professional chefs explain and show the guests how to 
cook delicious traditional Latvian meals such as sour craft 
cabbage, grey peas with bacon, pork snout and meat 
pasties, pork chops with horseradish, crispy black bread 
with garlic, cold beet soup and sweet bread soup. Guests 
can try their hand at traditional cooking and ask 
questions about the recipes. 

 
 
 
- Folklore show in the fresh countryside air  
Over 100 hectares are dedicated to 18th century rural life at the 
Open-Air Museum, with 100 traditional countryside buildings 
including farmsteads, churches, windmills and fishing villages, all 
of them moved here brick by brick. The museum is located by Lake 

Jugla, just a 20-min drive from the 
center of Riga. Enjoy a festive 
welcome with Latvian folklore 
dancers, a guided tour of the 
museum.  An organ concert in a 
lovely wooden 17th century church 
can also be arranged, as well as 
lunch at the local tavern “Priedes Krogs”. 
 
 
 

 
 
RECOMMENDED RESTAURANTS IN RIGA: 
 
Restaurant “La Boheme” 
J.Alunana 2a 
Tel: +371 7 321938 
Fax: + 371 7 820294 
Riga, Latvia 
www.laboheme.lv 
Capacity: up to 80 persons 
Named after Puccini’s opera, La Boheme is divided into an 
upscale life style café and a fine dining restaurant. Made in 
elegant Scandinavian style, this establishment offers European 
cuisine with a French touch in leisurely and joy-full atmosphere. 
Sophisticated food is as delicate as background smooth jazz and 
light classical music. Definitely the place to unhurriedly enjoy a 
meal and atmosphere, made with a great attention to even the 
smallest details. Excellent service is provided as well. 
 
 
Restaurant „Salve” 
Ratslaukums 5, Riga, LAV – 1050 
Phone: +371 67044317,  
Fax: +371 67222569 
E-mail: salverestaurant@e-apollo.lv  



                                                    

          
             

http://www.salverestaurant.lv/ 
The restaurant „Salve” is located in “The Blue Troops House” on the Town Hall square (Ratslaukums). 
Restaurant Salve is a place where different ethnic cuisines that were known in Riga got united under one 
menu which is called to satisfy tastes of inhabitants of the capital and its guests – all, who values quality 
and traditions, presented with knowledge of business, in an elegant city manner and sophisticated 
atmosphere. The menu is predominantly based on traditional Latvian and Russian cuisine, but in addition 
we offer the traditional dishes of other ethnicities inhabiting Latvia: German, Ukrainian, Polish, Swedish, 
Lives’ etc.  
 
 
Restaurant “Kalku Varti”  
Kalku 11a 
Telephone: +371 7224576 
Web-site: www.kalkuvarti.lv 
Open 12:00-last guest  
Capacity: two floors, each for up to 150 pax 
This restaurant is located on the Philharmonic Square in the 
heart of the Old Town. The restaurant has 2 levels - both 
accommodating around 150 persons for seated. The upper level 
is operating as a fine dining restaurant. The lower level, located 
in a historical 17th century vault, is partly operating as a 
banqueting room and partly as a music club with live music in 
the weekends. The restaurant offers European and Latvian 
cuisine, and great atmosphere. 
 
 
 
 
“LIDO Recreation Centre”  
76, Krasta St.  
Telephone: +371 7504420 
Opening hours: 10:00 – 24:00 
Website: www.lido.lv 
Capacity: 3 floors with total capacity up to 1000 persons 
Lido Recreation Centre is one of the largest corner-jointed 
buildings in Europe, presenting a unique type of wooden 
building. It is decorated in light/hearted ethnic Latvian style and 
waiters are wearing Latvian traditional costumes. There is a 
beer cellar, self-service restaurant on first floor and Express 
Restaurant on second floor. The kitchen here features Latvian 
and European cuisine as well as 3 kinds of LIDO homemade 
unfiltered beer. There is live Latvian folk music every evening 19.00 - 23.00 in the Beer Cellar. Children 
and their parents can enjoy special attractions and entertainment, open-air dancing, concerts, fairs and 
presentations. There is a separate hall for ca. 40 persons on the second floor, which is possible to rent 
and arrange a Latvian lunch or dinner with private folklore show or music. It is also possible to rent the 
beer cellar for private receptions. 
 
 
City Jazz Club 
Gertrudes 34, Riga, Latvia 
Phone: (+371) 26129191 
E-mail: info@cityjazzclub.lv 
Website: http://www.cityjazzclub.lv/ 
Capacity:  130 seats  
In June of 2008 a brand new jazz club-restaurant "City Jazz 
Club" with over 130 seats was opened directly in the heart of 
Riga. The club offers a high quality jazz program for five nights 
each week. "City Jazz Club" offers the finest opportunity for 
English chef Stephen Celico to display and execute his 



                                                    

          
             

fabulous menus, which are guaranteed to satisfy even the most sophisticated of tastes. 
 
 
Restaurant “Hospitalis” 
Stabu street 14, Riga, LV1011, Latvia 
Phone +371 67313530,  
Fax +371 67313531,  
E-mail: restorans@hospitalis.lv 
Capacity:  100 seats  
Hospitalis is a totally detailed recall to Soviet clinic atmosphere 
without compromises, where you have a rare possibility to dine 
at an actual operation table, sitting on a gynaecologist chair. 
Sexy waitresses wearing white tight uniforms will defi nitely 
treat you right by serving curious European cuisine variations 
or even spoonfeeding you. The establishment presents a 
nonconformist approach to the Riga dining scene—going 
against the traditional eating philosophy, an unforgettable 
experience is guaranteed. Try their old-school sanatorium- 
style business lunch. 
 
 
 
 
OTHER EXCXURSIONS OUTSIDE OF RIGA:  
 
- VISIT TO JURMALA 
 
Guided excursion to Jurmala, a city famous with its wooden architecture, tour of the resort and stroll on 
the beach. 

                 
 
- Sail down the Daugava to Riga Bay  
By special request an enjoyable tour through Riga on the riverboat 
Jurmala, with unforgettable views of the Latvian countryside. The 
captain will welcome guests on board with a glass of Riga champagne. 
A live jazz band will give the tour some razzmatazz.  

 
See You in the city on the wave! 
Jurmala – the largest resort city in the Baltic States is well-known for its natural treasures – the mild 
climate, sea, healthy air, curative mud and mineral water. The attraction of Jurmala hides in its almost 33 
km long white sand beach, the large pine forest and the natural border of the city – the river Lielupe. In 
Jurmala, You will discover a combination of charming wooden houses built in the beginning of the last 
century and modern resort buildings. 
 Jurmala is a good place for international conferences and corporate meetings. People come here to 
recover or strengthen their health enjoying the healing effect of mud bathing and mineral waters. 
The inhabitants of Jurmala offer new possibilities for tourists every year – hotels and guesthouses, 
various entertainments. Taste delicious and healthy food in Jurmala's restaurants and cafes, walk along 
the central promenade of Jomas street, explore the eco-trails in Kemeri National park and Ragak� pa 



                                                    

          
             

Nature Park, enjoy the water attractions in the biggest aqua park in Northern Europe "L�vu Akvaparks" 
and "Nemo", visit the famous concert hall Dzintari or simply watch the sunset on Jurmala beach! In every 
season there are plenty of events for everyone – art exhibitions, local and international events and 
concerts. 
Jurmala is the city on the wave – on the wave of ch ange and success, on the wave of love and 
hope. It welcomes everybody to return here again an d again!  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.jurmala.lv 
 
 
Baltic Beach SPA center   
Address: 23/25, Juras St. 
Jurmala, LV-2015 
Telephone: +371 7 762295  
Fax: +371 7 761620 
Web page  www.balticbeach.lv 
Right on the beach, this luxury spa offers everything 
from Egyptian head massage to foot massage with 
warm sea sand, and everything in between. The 
only spa with sea water pool.The experts of our SPA 
Center highly appreciate natural products and their 
efficiency for a person’s health and appearance. 
That is why the specially selected natural products make an integral part of procedures and programs 
reinforcing their efficiency and contributing harmony to your body and soul. 
Some special programs adjusted to your needs and requirements accordingly to any period of time you 
are going to stay are available at our hotel. 
Making use of the extensive list of services available at our SPA Center and selecting the best for you, 
you can cope with insomnia, anxiety, depression, veins and arteries diseases; you can also correct your 
figure, liquidate cellulite or obesity problems and improve many other imperfections.  
 
Relax area „Flamingo”  
Every day from 8 a.m. to 11 p.m.  
Relaxing area „Flamingo” includes: 

·  SPA swimming pool with cascade, back stream and underwater massage  
·  Jacuzzi  
·  Turkish and Russian steam bath  

 
Bath-house complex “ Slav yard”  
Every day from 8:00 a.m. to 5:00 a.m.  
Bath-house complex “Slav yard” offer:  

·  the Russian bath (for 15 guests);  
·  sauna,  
·  small swimming pool with sea water. 

In bath-house you can organize different events:  
·  open terrace,  
·  relaxation area,  
·  banquet hall for 50 guests. 

 
Jurmala SPA & Health Centre  



                                                    

          
             

 Address: Jomas iela 47/49,  
J� rmala LV-2015 Latvija 
Beauty Lounge +371 7784405,  
SPA and health centre +371 7784430  
Wellness Oasis +371 7784440 
http://www.hoteljurmala.lv/en/spa/ 
To exhilarate you with new feelings, we would like to invite you to the 
hotel’s SPA & Health Centre which is located on two floors and offers 
various type of massage and water therapies to promote balanced health. 
You can enjoy aromatherapy massage, aroma and pearl baths, salt 
chamber, health capsule and many other treatments designed for good 
health and exceptional feelings. 
This spa is a specially attractive because of the amazing panorama from 
the 11th floor bar, here you can enjoy a drink after your pampering in the 
spa or Wellness Oasis. 
 
Recommended restaurants in Jurmala:  
 
NEW Restaurant „Orizzonte” 
Baznicas 2b, Jurmala 
Tel: 6776059 
http://orizzonte.lv/index.php/lv/main 
Orizzonte – the only restaurant in Latvia located right on the sea 
coast – on the beach. Two floors and two open air terraces with sea 
view will not leave indifferent any romantic. Executive chef and his 

offered menu will please and amaze 
imagination of even most refinement 
gourmets. Warm of fireplace will bring 
coziness feeling; live music will give 
you brilliant mood and smile.  
Two floors (40 places on the 1st floor, 
100 places on the 2nd floor). 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Restaurant „Jura”  
Dzintaru prospekts 2, Dzintari,  
Jurmala, LV - 2015  
Phone: + 371 7761424 
Capacity: up to 200 persons 
A new 2-storied restaurant with banquet hall. European cuisine, a 
wide choice of fish dishes, live music on weekends.  
 
 
Restaurant "Pegasa Pils"       
 60 Juras Street, (Hotel Pegasa Pils) 
Jurmala, Latvia 
Phone: +371 29236425  
Fax: +371 7761169 
Capacity: banquets up to 200 seats; 
Website: www.hotelpegasapils.com 
E-mail: info@hotelpegasapils.com 
The restaurant "Pegasa Pils" has saved style traditions and offer 
cozy atmosphere for wedding parties and other parties. Fireplace 
and warm welcome, spacious hall and a terrace where to enjoy 
privacy will be at your disposal. Varied meals for every occasion and 



                                                    

          
             

your taste! For quiet parties we offer banquet halls for 8 and 16 persons and a separate banquet hall for 
more than 200 guests as well. Anyone who is a connoisseur of good food will stay satisfied with offered 
choice of meals and drinks. During weekend you can spend an unforgettable evening enjoying live music 
and inimitable sounds of the violin!  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
- VISIT TO GAUJA NATIONAL PARK  
 
Transfer to the Gauja National Park in Sigulda (ca. 50km 
from Riga) 
Excursion to the Gauja National Park including visit to the 
ruins of Turaida and Sigulda Castle, to the tombstone of 
“Rose of Turaida” and Gutman cave 
 
 
 
Lunch  at Latvian style restaurant “Aparjods”  
  

 
 
 
 
The Gauja National Park  was established in 1973 and consists 
of more than 900 sq.km. The park offers a unique combination 
of picturesque hill landscapes, the Gauja River, medieval 
castles, sculpture parks and fauna and flora that are already 
extinct in many countries in Europe. Of special interest are: 
 
Sigulda:  The entrance to the Gauja National Park, a small 
idyllic town with 10.000 inhabitants. The foundation of the town 

dates back in history and in the beginning of the 12th century the German Order built a large castle here. 
The castle was destroyed during the Great Nordic War - but the ruins of the main building and the 2 towers 
are left and are used for dance and song festivals. A new castle was built in 1881 and today it houses the 
city council and a nice restaurant. From the castle ruins you have a fabulous view of the Gauja River and 
you can go over the river by cable car.  Just outside the town you will find the famous bobsleigh track and 
possibilities of canoeing and rafting on the Gauja River.  
 
Turaida:  On the other side of the river you will find the Gutman Cave, a huge red sandstone cave and the 
ruins of the Turaida Castle. The castle was inaugurated by Bishop Albert of Riga and completed in 1214. It 
remained untouched until 1776 when it was seriously damaged by a fire. Recently a part of the castle has 
been rebuilt and it is again possible to enter the tower and the main building. Close to the castle you will find 
a little wooden church from 1750, the Daina Hill sculpture park of Latvian folksongs, and not to forget - the 
Tomb of the "Rose of Turaida". 
 
The "Rose of Turaida":  During the 17th century Livonia and Turaida were captured by the Swedes. The 
legend tells that in year 1601 a baby girl was found on the battle field and raised in the valley on the foot of 
the Turaida Castle. She was called Maia as she was found in May. 19 years old the girl was the most 
beautiful girl of the valley and known as the "Rose of Turaida". She fell in love with Viktors, the gardener 
from the nearby Sigulda Castle. But a Polish officer in Swedish service also wanted the "Rose of Turaida". 
He managed to bring her to the Gutman Cave where he tried to seduce her. Maia paid with her life to stay 
faithful to Victors and overwhelmed with sorrow he could now bury his love. The grave with the tree he 
planted on it can still be seen close to the Turaida Castle. 
 



                                                    

          
             

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
- VISIT TO THE RUNDALE PALACE 
 
Transfer to Rundale Palace (ca. 80 km from Riga) 
 
Visit to the Rundale palace, where Master of the Ceremonies 
welcomes the guests in the name of Duke of Courland and invites 
for a welcome cocktail. Guided tour of the palace, the Master of 
Ceremonies shows the apartments of Duke and his family, the 
Marble Hall, the Throne Hall and the White Hall and the galleries 
with Baroque music concert at the Marble Hall. 
 
Lunch at the palace restaurant (3-course menu, tea/coffee, 
water) 
 

                The Rundale Palace 
The Rundale Palace was built in the 18th century as the summer 
residence of the Duke of Courland, Ernest Johann von Biron. The 
palace was supposed to have 2 floors and 2 wings and additional 
servants' quarters, stables and a park. The construction was 
inaugurated in 1736 and as von Biron was favored by the Russian 
Czarina, Anna Ivanovna, he succeeded in engaging the Italian 
architect, Francesco Bartolomeo Rastrelli, the main architect of 
the Winter Palace in St. Petersburg. However, the construction 
was interrupted in 1738 when von Biron and Rastrelli inaugurated 
the construction of an even larger residence in the Courland 
capital of Jelgava. When Czarina Anna Ivanova died in 1740 von 
Biron was exiled and could return accompanied by Rastrelli only in 
1763 when he was reinstated by the Russian empress Catherina 

the 2nd. The palace and the interior were therefore only completed in 1763-1768. 
The palace was fairly devastated in the course of time and in 1972 a comprehensive restoration of the 
palace was started. At present 40 rooms on the first and second floors with original interior and furniture are 
open to the public. On the second floor the central part of the palace houses the Duke's apartments. The 
Duchess and the other members of the family were living in the western wing, where restoration works are 
still being continued. The entire eastern wing was intended only for court representation. There you will find 
the impressive Throne Hall, the White Hall and the Small and Grand Gallery, which are all open to the 
public.   
 

 
 
 
- ROMANCE OF THE LATVIAN MANORS 
Enjoy an atmosphere of peace, tranquility 
and romance in the unspoilt Latvian 
countryside. A full-day visit to Latvian manor 
houses (80 km from Riga) such as Jaunpils 
and Jaunmoku castle, Durbe manor will take 
you back to the time of the troubadours, fair 
ladies, nobles and their way of life. Each manor house has its own legend and, of 
course, its own ghosts – it's certainly possible that you will feel their presence.  
 



                                                    

          
             

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

RIGA - FACT SHEET 
 
 
Location: Riga is located on the banks of the Daugava River, 20 km from the Baltic Sea coast, at 56''58' N 
and 14''12' E. Distance to Helsinki: 360 km, to Berlin: 840 km, to Moscow: 960 km. 
Climate: Temperate, annual average temperature: + 6,6' C, Jan: -2,7' C, March: -0,1' C, May: +9,9' C, July: 
+17,1' C, September: +13,5' C, November: +2,0' C. 
Inhabitants: 850.000, mainly Latvian and Russian nationalities and smaller communities of people from 
Belarus, Ukraine and Poland 
Language: Latvian, an Indo-European, non-Slavic and non-Germanic language, similar only to the 
Lithuanian language. Russian, English and German are widely spoken. 
Religion: Predominantly Protestant (Lutheran) with a Roman Catholic minority and a large Russian 
orthodox community. 
Local time: Eastern  European time zone, GMT + 2 hours 
Public holidays: January 1st (New Year's Day), March/April (Good Friday), May 1st (Labor Day), June 
23rd-24th  (“Ligo”, summer solstice), November 18th (Independence Day), December 25th (Christmas day), 
December 26th (Boxing day), December 31st  (New Year's Eve). 
Currency: Lats, 1 lat = 100 santimi. Coins in denominations of 1, 2, 5, 10, 20, 50 santimi and 1 and 2 lats. 
Banknotes in denominations of 5, 10, 20, 50, 100 and 500 lats. 1 lat is approximately 2 USD! 
Credit cards: Major credits cards are accepted at hotels, restaurants, shops and the leading banks. 
Opening hours: Banking hours Monday-Friday 09.00AM-04.00PM, Saturday: 09.00AM- 00.30PM. Shops 
are open Monday-Friday 09.00AM-07.00PM and Saturday 09.00AM- 04.00PM. A number of supermarkets 
and exchange offices are operating around the clock. 
Telephone : IDD system is available at all hotels.  Telephone cards are used in telephone automates, GSM 
and MNT net are in wide operation. 
Photo service: 1 hour photo service widely available 
Electricity: 220 volts AC, 50 hertz, European-style 2-pin plugs are in use. 
Taxi: Taxis outside up-market hotels charge according to the meter. Private taxis needed to be agreed upon 
the fare in advance. 
Visa: is not required by most nationalities or it can be obtained upon arrival at Riga Airport . 
Tax free: Tax free purchase is available in the airport upon departure. The shops have a reasonable choice 
of goods. Most goods are fairly priced. 
Airport: Riga Airport is situated 8 km from the city center. The airport has the capacity to receive large 
aircrafts. 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


